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VaANG team observes Finnish agile combat tactics

A contingent of Virginia Air National Guard personnel recently
spent time observing Protective Fence 2025, a major exercise
conducted by the Finnish Air Force to test its air component
readiness Sept. 22 - 26, 2025, in Finland.

Ten Airmen traveled to Finland with the goal of identifying
and sharing best practices across the key functional areas of
flying operations, maintenance, force protection and intelligence.
The exercise provided an opportunity to directly examine Finnish
tactics related to agile combat employment, or ACE.

Virginia and Finland are formally paired under the State
Partnership Program, a relationship formally established in 2024
designed to foster mutual understanding and improve interoper-
ability.

The VaANG’s flying operations representatives observed
multiple iterations of dispersed operations, agile mission planning
and the dynamic targeting process as executed by the Finnish Air | : :
Force. They were able to tour mobile mission planning vehicles  vjrginia National Guard Airmen pose for a photo as they
and gained insights into the technological integration that enabled  5pserve Protective Fence 2025, an agile combat readiness

pilots to receive updated mission orders quickly. exercise conducted by the Finnish Air Force Sept. 22-26,

~ Read more at https.//vngpao.info/46S5xmrrf 2025, in Finland.
Join the Virginia Army
Red Dragons participate in Finnish sniper competition National Guard, Virginia
A team of Virginia National Guard Soldiers assigned to the Lynchburg-based Air National Guard or the
Ist Battalion, 116th Infantry Regiment, 116th Infantry Brigade Combat Team Virginia Defense Force

competed in the HAYHA Finnish Sniper Competition Sept. 5 - 7, 2025, in
Pahkajarvi, Finland.

~ Read more at https://vngpao.info/bdhkbfj2 G Ao eIt [Dkinifg (i

Virginia Army National Guard, the

VaARNG NCO receives direct commission Virginia Air National Guard or Virginia
Trevor W. Dunkle was promoted from sergeant first class to second lieutenant Defense Force, visit the appropriate
through the direct commission program Oct. 18, 2025, at the Virginia National link below:

Guard Headquarters at Defense Supply Center Richmond, Virginia.

~ Read more at https://vngpao.info/2pSewtdu Va. Army National Guard

http://nationalguard.com/va

Maj date to stat d lati blished
ajor update to state awards regulations publishe Va. Air National Guard

The Virginia National Guard has updated its primary regulation governing state

military awards to reflect procedural changes and introduce new recognitions. The https.//vngpao.info/3n7hr67a
regulations were published Sept. 11, 2025, and are effective immediately. Va. Defense Force

~ Read more at https://vngpao.info/yck7vjx8 http://vdf.virginia.gov/joinvdf/
ChalleNGe welcomes guests for Class 63 Family Day Join the Virginia National

The Commonwealth ChalleNGe Youth Academy welcomed families and
friends of Class 63 cadets to Family Day Oct. 18, 2025, at the State Military
Reservation in Virginia Beach, Virginia.

~ Read more at https://vngpao.info/2p8jpttj

Guard Alumni Network

https://vngpao.info/5c4h4pxx

Visit https://va.ng.mil for the latest news about the Virginia National Guard
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116th IBCT officially converted to mobile brigade combat team

The Virginia National Guard’s Staunton-based 116th Infantry
Brigade Combat Team was officially converted to the 116th
Mobile Brigade Combat Team effective Oct. 16, 2025, by the
Army Structure Memorandum.

“Our official designation to MBCT marks a major milestone
in the Army’s effort to modernize its combat formations for
21st-century warfare,” said Col. Arthur S. Moore, commander of
the 116th.

The 116th was the first Army National Guard brigade to test
and evaluate an approved task organization for a mobile brigade
combat team during their 21-day eXportable Combat Training
Capability rotation in June 2025 at Fort Pickett, Virginia. The
MBCT concept is part of the U.S. Army’s transformation initiative
with the goal of making units more agile and lethal.

The mobile brigade combat team force structure focuses on
three infantry battalions and the addition of a multi-purpose
company in each battalion and a multi-functional reconnaissance
company in the brigade.

These elements were able to integrate unmanned aerial systems,
electronic warfare systems and mobility and allowed the 116th to
explore different methods to conduct reconnaissance, surveillance
and targeting during XCTC, he said.

“The battlefield is changing,” Moore said. “The future belongs
to Soldiers with superior field discipline who can move, strike,
communicate and sustain for extended periods. The MBCT force
design gives us that edge.”

The transformation initiative also converts the Danville-based
429th Brigade Support Battalion as the 429th Light Support
Battalion, and the Fredericksburg-based 229th Brigade Engineer
Battalion and the Portsmouth-based 2nd Squadron, 183rd Cavalry
Regiment are scheduled to inactivated effective Sept. 29, 2026.

“While transformation re-centralizes several capabilities from
the brigade level up to the division level, the BCT remains the
Army’s primary tactical maneuver force,” Moore said. “Every
Soldier, all hands on deck, will have every opportunity to continue
to serve during and after the transition.”

Transformation has given the 116th an opportunity to
collaborate and dialogue with active U.S. Army unit already
operating as MBCTs and leverage lessons learned to facilitate the
transition, he said.

“As Guardsmen, we’re bringing our civilian skills and
empowering Soldiers to challenge assumptions, experiment and
innovate,” he said. “We’re preparing for the first battle alongside
the active U.S. Army if our nation calls upon us.”

The 116th has already seen the benefits of new unmanned aerial
systems and command and control capabilities. This equipment
will greatly enhance the 116th’s effectiveness and lethality, and
the new Infantry Squad Vehicles will better equip Soldiers and
formations for tactical mobility. Initial fielding of the ISVs should
begin before the end of the calendar year, Moore said.

“The rifle and rucksack still matter, but they’re now joined
by sensors and platforms that give our infantry more reach,

N flax

Virginia Nationa Guard Soldirs assigned to the 3d Battalion,
116th Infantry Regiment conduct a movement to contact
training lane June 17, 2025, at Fort Pickett, Virginia.

awareness and options,” he said.

In the MBCT formation, battalion scout, mortar and assault
platoons moved to a battalion multipurpose company to provide
ground and aerial reconnaissance, indirect fire support, launched
effects, counter unmanned aerial systems and deception capabilities
to fix and attrit enemy forces that allows for infantry companies to
close with and destroy the enemy.

The multi-function reconnaissance company provides
reconnaissance and surveillance for the brigade to enable targeting
and provide timely, accurate reporting of enemy activity, detect
and target enemy high payoff targets and enhance the brigade’s
overall lethality and survivability.

~ Read more at hittps://vngpao.info/4553f7dm

MORE ON THE WEB

Burr takes command of JFHQ-VA HQs Detachment
~ Photos on Flickr at https.://vngpao.info/va7kSsey
Harding succeeds Crocker as 1030th TB commander
~ Photos on Flickr at https://vngpao.info/2p8ddSmr
Virginia National Guard Resiliency Resources
~ Read more at https://va.ng.mil/Resiliency/
192nd Wing on Facebook
~ Read more at https://www.facebook.com/192Wing
116th Infantry on Facebook
~ Read more at https://www.facebook.com/116thinfantry
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