VIRGINIA ARMY NATIONAL GUARD eMS NOTICE TO CONTRACTORS

The Virginia Army National Guard (VAARNG) has implemented an Environmental Management System (eMS).  The three basic components of the eMS Policy are:
1. eMS is the Management System we use to implement the Adjutant General’s Environmental Policy;
2. The eMS Policy commits the VAARNG to comply with environmental laws and regulations, pollution prevention, and continual improvement of the eMS program;
3. Know the environmental impacts of your job and manage your activities using proper procedures.
As part of the VAARNG’s eMS, you must be informed of the nature of our eMS program and your participation in the eMS is relevant to any job duties which may have significant environmental impacts. An eMS Awareness Guide has been developed and will be provided to you for your use and it should be communicated to your employees and posted for them in a common access area. 
Listed below are several general environmental aspects that are actively managed to protect natural/cultural resources and the human environment. All contractors must read and be aware of these aspects and conduct their activities according to VAARNG eMS Policy.  For more information regarding the VAARNG eMS program and VAARNG Environmental Management Plans that relate to your contracted activities, you can access the Environmental Programs section of the VAARNG website at http://vko.va.ngb.army.mil/VirginiaGuard/. 
Threatened and Endangered Species
The VAARNG is committed to ensuring training, construction, and related activities do not negatively impact threatened and endangered species.  The MTC Fort Pickett Integrated Natural Resource Management Plan (INRMP) addresses the threatened and endangered species located on MTC Fort Pickett.  To determine the presence of threatened or endangered species on other facilities, the VAARNG Environmental Office must be contacted prior to initiating work.  The VAARNG Environmental Office will be able to provide you with a list of species, a map of known extents, and requirements or restrictions for activities undertaken near threatened and endangered species.

Wetlands

The VAARNG is committed to no net loss of wetlands on facilities.  Any actions undertaken within or adjacent to wetlands must be coordinated with the VAARNG Environmental Office.  There may be permitting requirements for work undertaken within or adjacent to wetlands, that must be completed prior to initiating work.  Coordinate all projects with the VAARNG Environmental Office to ensure compliance with wetland regulations.
Surface Water Quality

The VAARNG is committed to reducing the impacts to surface water quality from land disturbing activities. In support of the overall mission, VAARNG employees and contractors manage construction, forestry, and training projects that involve land disturbing activities. The VAARNG is committed to managing these projects in compliance with Virginia Erosion and Sediment Control Laws and Regulations and the Virginia Stormwater Management Act. If you are employed or contracted by the Virginia Department of Military Affairs to design, manage, or implement a project that involves a land disturbing activity then you and your employees are responsible for having a thorough understanding of these laws in order to minimize the negative impact on the environment.  Other documents and web links related to erosion and sediment control are available on the VAARNG website to assist you in understanding these requirements. All land disturbance projects must be coordinated through the VAARNG Environmental Office to ensure the proper plan approval and permits are in place prior to initiating the work.
Hazardous and Non-Hazardous Waste Generation

All waste generated during activities on VAARNG property will be handled in accordance with local, state, and federal regulations.  Any hazardous waste generated by a contractor is the responsibility of the VAARNG and should not be removed from the facility by the contractor.  VAARNG and contractors will abide by the most recent version of VAARNG’s Hazardous Waste Management Plan.  A copy of this plan is available on the VAARNG website and is also available through the environmental office. 

Oil and Hazardous Material Spills

Responses to Oil and Hazardous Material spills must be conducted in accordance with local, state, and federal regulations.  Contractors should immediately notify the environmental office of any spills that occur.  Contractors should follow facility-specific spill prevention plans.  

Cultural Resources

The VAARNG is committed to identifying and protecting significant cultural resources on all its facilities.  The VAARNG uses an Integrated Cultural Resources Management Plan as part of its Master Plan to accomplish this task.  To determine if an area has archeologically sensitive locations, or if a structure (such as a dam) or building is historically significant, the VAARNG Environmental Office must be contacted prior to initiating work.  The VAARNG Environmental Office will be able to provide you with the locations of historically sensitive areas, buildings and structures.  All land disturbance projects and renovations/demolition of buildings and structures 50 years of age and older must be coordinated through the VAARNG Environmental Office to ensure proper compliance with requirements or restrictions for activities undertaken near and on significant cultural resources.

Integrated Pest Management

The VAARNG is committed to reducing reliance on chemical pesticide control methods.  An Integrated Pest Management Plan (IPMP) is maintained which covers pesticide applications in detail.  The VAARNG has identified self-help methods which anyone may perform without notification or the requirement to provide evidence of a certified pesticide applicator license.  These approved self-help methods are listed in the IPMP. 

If you apply pesticides on VAARNG property, you must do so in accordance with label directions and properly manage all empty pesticide containers.  You must use only the amounts of pesticide necessary to complete the application and not over-apply pesticides, or unnecessarily affect non-target organisms.  You must provide complete pesticide application information and submit these to the appropriate point of contact at the worksite, who will in turn forward them to the VAARNG Environmental Office.

Your company’s applicators are required to maintain certification, and will be required to provide proof of certification prior to performing applications on VAARNG property.
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